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Boatin

By Theodore A. Jones
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BOATING tests

Chris-Craft
Sail Yacht

A power-boat manufacturer enters
the auxiliary market

with a splashing success
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A power-boat manufacturer enters
the auxiliary market

with a splashing success

-» ‘hen Chris-Craft announced the production

of a 35" auxiliary, many sailors scoffed at the idea
that a company so deeply entrenched in the power-
boat industry could build a sailboat worth its salt.
It would be a glass-windowed floating palace; it
would have a dinette and fluffy curtains in the cabin;
it would be unfit to go out of sight of land. Surely it
wouldn’t sail! At the New York show last winter,
where the Sail Yacht was introduced. we were told
by these same sour-grapes sailors that there wasn’t a
man in the entire Chris-Craft organization (not
counting Corny Shields) who knew how to put the
rigging together.

I discovered quickly, upon my arrival at the Chris-
Craft plant in Pompano Beach, I'la., that these criti-
cisms are not valid. The success of the Sail Yacht
(and it is a success) is due not only to the design
ability of Olin Stephens, but also the knowledgeable
personnel at Chris-Craft headed by Bruce Donaldson,
Sales Manager of the Cavalier Division, and Bill Jop-
son, Naval Architect for the Sailboat Division. Both
men are sailors with exceptional ability and long ex-
perience, and their thoroughness shows in this well-
executed boat.

The boat furnished for our test was an early model.
It had several minor problems that could be criticized,
however, before I could voice my criticism, Bill Jop-
son was ahead of me, pointing out the objectionable
feature and explaining what he would do to correct it
on subsequent boats.

The owner switching from a Chris-Craft power-
boat will still know he is on a “Chris”—there are
many interior design and styling wrinkles borrowed
from the power-boats—but the sailor will also know
that he is aboard a real thoroughbred sailboat that
will perform with the best, and better than most.

This boat gets an unqualified excellent Safety rat-
ing. All through-hull fittings are bonded to a 2” cop-
per strap that runs from the stem-head fitting to the
backstay chainplate. The mast and all the shrouds
are electrically connected to this bonding system.

[ Picture report: overleaf]

Chris-Craft Sail Yacht

Classification: Auxilia ry sloop.

Dimensions:

L.0.A—350" L.W.L.—286"

Beam—11/0" Draft—4'8”
Sail Area (100 per cent fore triangle)—563 sq. ft.

Designed Displacement: 18,112 Ibs. Ballast keel
5,000 Ibs., lead.

Accommodations: Sleeps six, with four in upper and
lower berths in main cabin and two berths in a private state-
room aft. Both cabins have a toilet and lavatory.

Construction: Fiberglass reinforeed polyester resin hull
with color impregnated gel-coat. Laminate thicknesses range
from 5/16" to ¥4". Deck and cockpit are molded of one-piece,
fiberglass reinforced polyester (FRP), with color impreg-
nated, non-skid, deck pattern molded in. Hull to deck attach-
ment is bonded with FRP and fastened with bolts mechani-
cally. Rudder is FRP with bronze parts molded in.

SPHI'S & R]ggll’lg. Extruded aluminum mast with in-
tegral track measures 4.75" x 8.5” x .188” wall thickness.
Aluminum boom with internal track attached is 5 O.D. x
125" wall thickness. Boom is fitted with cast aluminum
screw-type outhaul and standard gooseneck fitting. Standing
rigging is 1 x 19 stainless steel of the following diameters:
headstay, backstay, and lower shrouds, !4”; upper shrouds,
9/327. All standing rigging is fitted with chrome plated bronze
turnbuckles. Boom lift is vinyl-covered stainless steel cable.
Main halyard is 3/16"—7 x 19 stainless steel to a reel type
winch. Jib halyard is 3/16"—7 x 19 stainless steel with 7/16”
Dacron tail. Main sheet is 7/16” Dacron.

Equipment: Stainless steel bow pulpit, 2—#3 sheet
winches, 1—#2 jib halyard winch, 1—#2 main halyard reei
winch, two-burner pressure alcohol stove, 2—60 gal. gal-
vanized (after fabrication) fuel tanks, 2—41 gal. polyethyl-
ene water tanks, 2—6 volt batteries connected in series for
12 volt service, Morse pedestal steering, Danforth anchor,
anchor line and chain, auxiliary tiller, hand bilge pump, boom
crotch, chrome-plated, bronze deck hardware.

Auxiliary Propulsion: 60 hp, Model BR Chris-Craft
engine, with 2:1 reduction gear, driving a 20" x 12" Federal
2.blade propeller. Manual clutch and throtile control.

Price: $24,495 equipped as above; Dacron mainsail, $390;
working jib, $155 extra.

Builder: Chris-Craft Corp., Sail Yacht Div., Pompano
Beach, Fla.

Copyright @ 1963 by Ziff-Davis Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
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Aft stateroom has two bunks, head, generous lockers.

The cockpit is wide and deep; engine controls are located on pedestal.
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Galley is small and inconvenient
compared to other hoats of this size.

i -

Decks are wide for comfortable lounging.
Surface has good non-skid pattern.

Main cabin can comfortably seat six around table. Bunk
to port is set for sleeping on the windward side.



This should prevent any build-up of static electricity, and
if she is struck by lightning the charge will be carried off
without damage to the hull. In addition, there is a separate
grounding system for the engine and electrical appliances.

The hull layup is amply thick, ranging from % ;" to 34"
There are also plywood stringers, encased in fiberglass, to
add rigidity to the structure. The hull is very tough and will
withstand a considerable pounding before Safety is com-
promised.

Battery switches are of the vapor-proof, non-explosive
type. Fuel line shut-offs are located both at the engine and
at the tank ends of the fuel line, in accordance with rec-
ommendations of the American Boat and Yacht Council.
Should a fuel leak develop anywhere in the system (other
than a leak in one of the tanks) it can be isolated and
stopped. A selector valve allows fuel feed from either tank
and prevents feed-back from one tank to another when
heeling under sail. Engine room ventilation is provided by
two cowl vents forward of the windshield. All through-hull
fittings have adequate sea-cocks.

Rigging iz in the best yacht tradition, conservatively
sized for ample strength. The mast is stiff and showed no
signs of whipping or jumping fore-and-aft even in the
strong winds and big seas encountered during the test.

This is an excellent boat for cruising with two or even
three couples on board or for a family with up to four
children. The main cabin will seat six around the table
(although four would naturally have more elbow room).
Six people could almost get lonely in the tremendous cock-

pit, and the aft cabin is large enough to be occupied by
two people, although they will have to coordinate to keep
out of each other’s way. The toilet room is large and a
shower is offered as an optional extra. All of the bunks
are both long enough and wide enough, and each is fitted
with a unique bunk-board arrangement that tilts the in-
board edge about 30° and allows the use of the windward
bunks while sailing.

Ventilation is good in the forward cabin. An ingenious
water-trap vent in the forward hatch pipes a steady stream
of fresh air below and can be shut off on cooler days. The
hatch can also be opened to 45° or 90°. The hatch opening
struts serve double-duty as securing dogs. Additional ven-
tilation is provided by opening ports in the forward cabin.
This is a mixed blessing, since the gaskets will have a
tendency to leak eventually.

In contrast to the main cabin, the ventilation aft is inade-
quate. Two trap vents can be ordered as optional extras,
but even with these, ventilation will be insufficient in rainy
weather when the hatch must be kept closed.

The optional convertible top and side curtains will add
greatly to the overall comfort of the boat in rainy weather,
either at anchor or underway.

In spite of the rough weather during the test, we never
had spray in the cockpit. The hull throws very little water
aboard but, what did come aft was stopped by the wind-
shield. All things considered, the Sail Yacht rates above
average in Comfort.

Convenience is another matter. The main reason for
downgrading Convenience is the galley arrangement. It
appears that the galley has been copied from the typical
Chris-Craft cabin cruiser, and it isn’t adequate for use in a
sailboat. Counter space is scarce, there are not enough

lockers, and the cook will block the main companionway
when preparing a meal. The ice-box door is mounted ver-
tically, and even though fiddles have been provided inside
the box, there is the danger that ice and stores will fall out
if the door is opened while sailing on the starboard tack.
There are improvements planned that will help the galley.
but the overall arrangement will remain poor without a
complete redesigning job on the forward cabin. There just
isn’t room, with the present arrangement, to allow for a
galley that would be large enough to be convenient when
cooking dinner for a hungry crew of six.

There are other minor inconveniences down below such
as the lack of good hand-holds. These were provided for in
the original design, but somehow weren’t incorporated in
the first boats. They will, however, be included on subse-
quent models,

On deck Convenience rates above average. Sheets and
halyards are well placed—the helmsman can trim the main-
sheet while sailing, or it can be handled by a crew member.
The helmsman can also tail a jib sheet if necessary. The #3
genoa winches are adequate, but #6’s may he ordered as
optional equipment and would be better. Winch handles
stow out of the way on the pedestal but, are within ecasy
reach.

The only inconvenience we found on deck was the wheel
steering. It was geared too low and, as a consequence, the
helmsman was kept busy with one-half to three-quarters of
a turn just to make minor heading adjustments. This is to
be corrected on later boats.

It is a shame that an otherwise exceptional boat should
be downgraded by one item, but the overall Convenience
picture compromises at an average rating. Casual cruisers
who plan to eat meals ashore will not be terribly incon-
venienced by the galley. Ocean racers, on the other hand.
will curse its inadequacies at the change of each watch.

The Sail Yacht is the first large Chris-Craft that is built
entirely of fiberglass. They have been using fiberglass for
cabin-tops on many of the cruisers, and this experience has
obviously paid off handsome dividends on the auxiliary.
Glass work is excellent; hull thickness is ample; fittings are
securely fastened and of ample size. In spite of miserable

Hardware on Sail Yacht is meticulously executed. Photo
(looking aft) shows arrangement of mast fittings:

#2 reel-type main halyard winch; #2 top-action, rachet,
jib halyard winch; optional spinnaker track. Main
halyard winch-block doubles as convenient handle holder.



weather during the test (hard rain and spray on deck)
there wasn’t the slightest sign of a leak anywhere. There is
more brightwork to varnish than on most fiberglass auxili-
aries, but if this is kept up owners will find that they have
a boat with excellent Durability.

The Sail Yacht earns a fine styling rating almost in spite
of herself. She has a fat beam, short ends, and (to most
sailors’ eyes) a funny-looking windshield. Yet these
“faults” have a functional beauty, and when blended with
a pleasing sheer, tasteful use of mahogany trim on deck, a
modern masthead rig, and good workmanship in the fin-
ish, the overall rating for Styling is above average. Below,
she is trim and functional-—while the joinery is good, there
is room for improvement in the finish.

What will surprise most sailors as it did me, is the ex-
cellent Performance of this boat. She sails beautifully. She
is stiff in a breeze, balances well, has an easy motion, and
appears to move like a race horse on the home stretch. The
weather for our test was excellent for really putting a sail-
boat through its paces (winds between 10 and 25 kts. from
the NE), and we rung her out for fair! From the moment
we stepped aboard at Pier 66 in Fort Lauderdale, to some
five hours later when we eased her alongside the dock, I
was impressed by her performance both under sail and
under power.

The response of the 60 hp four-cylinder Chris-Craft en-
gine was excellent. Even though I was handling a strange
boat, I felt I was in complete control at all times. A touch
of the throttle brought instant, responsive movement in
the desired direction. In spite of a strong wind blowing
off the dock, taking her out and bringing her back in
presented no problems.

There was no tachometer installed, but about half throt-
tle was all that was required to push her along at five or six

kts. Advancing the throttle about three-quarters of the way
pushed her at hull speed.

We sailed about six miles out inte the Gulf Stream, where
the wind bucking the current built up a steep, irregular
chop. Unfortunately, we were the only sailboat in the area
and had no trial horses to sail her against. Under working
jib and full mainsail she footed well but did not point
particularly high. A tighter headstay and a better jib lead
would have improved her pointing considerably, although
her strength to windward will be in her ability to foot
rather than point with the fleet. In spite of her beam, she
was not stopped by the heavy seas unless she was held so
close to the wind that both main and jib carried a luff.

After about an hour under working jib we changed to
number one genoa to see what she would do if really hard
pressed in a breeze. She was definitely over-powered in the
puffs, but she stood up well and never tried to take charge.
She footed better through the lulls with this combination,
and, had we been racing, a number two genoa with a single
reefed main would have been the best combination of sails
in 18 to 25 kis. of wind. Off the wind she is easy to steer
and moves well.

The Sail Yacht was designed as a cruiser, not a racer,
but I feel she has definite possibilities for alongshore and
overnight races. I would not take her on a Transatlantic
race with the windshield (the boat may be ordered without
it) or with the galley arrangement, but there is no apparent
reason why she shouldn’t give a good account of herself
in serious racing.

The virtues of the Chris-Craft Sail Yacht are many (the
name ““Sail Yacht” is not one of them) ; her deficiencies
are few. She is a boat that will appeal to the beginner as
well as the veteran sailor. With a basic price of $25,000,
she is an excellent value in anyone’s book.— I




